RECOLLECTIONS AM1J REFLECTIONS
Undergraduate Life Then and Now
I ceased to be an undergraduate in 1880. Looking back on my undergraduate days and comparing undergraduate life then with what it is now, I see of course many important changes but not, I think, such important ones as have occurred in many other walks of life. They are certainly far less fundamental than those in the lives of the dons, for hardly any of these were married when I was an undergraduate, while now but few are single. The advent of students from Newnham and Girton has made some difference. We did not sit side by side with ladies during lectures, nor treat them to chocolate and cakes in the intervals between them, nor, except in May week, invite them to our rooms. These, however, are trifles compared with matrimony. Perhaps the most striking difference is in amusements and games. In those days there were no theatres open in term time. The Theatre Royal in Barn-well, a suburb of Cambridge, existed, but was only open during the Long Vacation. We find from Gunnings Reminiscences that it was regularly attended at the end of the eighteenth century during Stourbridge Fair, then one of the largest fairs in the country, by a group of Shakespearian critics headed by Dr. Farmer, the Master of Emmanuel College. It had in my time grievously fallen from that high estate, and some of the interpretations of Shakespeare's meaning would not have met with his approval.
One year when we came up at the beginning of the October term, we found posters all over the town announcing that the Theatre Royal, Barnwell, would reopen on a certain day under entirely new management; when the audience arrived they found that instead of a play they
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